
Name: 

You will research, and briefly summarize/explain the importance of each person, discovery, and/or event 
relating to astronomy.  

● Find the birth and death year of each scientist. 
● Use the included prompt so you know the “focus” of the research for each scientist. 
● You must briefly explain their contribution and understand what it is. Do not plagiarize 

information. If you do not understand what a term or concept is do further research so you do 
understand it. All work must be your own! 

● How did they contribute to the advancement of science/astronomy?  
● In a google doc, write your scientists’ summaries in timeline order, and upload PDF to Canvas. 
● Find the mathematical range of dates and use an appropriate scale for your timeline. Include 

your scale at the bottom right corner of paper.  
● Put the scientists in timeline order. If it is an “achievement” put the person in order of when 

their achievement occurred. Otherwise, put in order of birth year. 

 

❏ 1. Percival Lowell: planets and connection to Arizona 

❏ 2. Yuri Gagarin: achievement 

❏ 3. William Herschel planets and spectral evolution 

❏ 4. Copernicus: heliocentric theory/model 

❏ 5. Albert Einstein: gravitation, relativity, mass and energy 

❏ 6. Galileo: Astronomical telescope, Venus, Jupiter, sunspots 

❏ 7. Sputnik: What is it, why is it important in regards to the US other countries, and US education 

❏ 8. Tycho Brahe: Brahe model, observations/measurements 

❏ 9. John Glenn: achievement 

❏ 10. Ptolemy: Book “Almagest”  

❏ 11. Johannes Kepler: the laws of planetary motion/ellipses 

❏ 12. Nasa: When was it formed what does it stand for, what were the initial goals 

❏ 13. Giovanni Cassini: Saturn 

❏ 14. Neil Armstrong: achievement 

❏ 15. Hans Lippershey: Telescope 

❏ 16. Sir Isaac Newton:  Telescope, gravity, Laws of Motion 

❏ 17. William Huggins (and wife Margaret Huggins) spectroscopy 

❏ 18. Albert Einstein: gravitation, relativity, mass and energy 

❏ 19. Ejnar Hertzsprung: HR Diagram 

❏ 20. Aristotle: geocentric theory/model 

❏ 21. Edwin Hubble: Expansion of the universe, galaxies 

❏ 22. Karl Jansky: radio astronomy 

❏ 23. Find your own recent event (within the last 20 years) 



 

Rubric  

Element 4 3 2 1 

Timeline Student creates a 

timeline that 

accurately depicts at 

ALL events / 

discoveries. ALL 

events are in the 

correct order. 

Student creates a 

timeline that 

accurately depicts 

22 - 20 

events/discoveries 

in the history of 

astronomy. 1-2 not 

in correct order. 

Student creates a 

timeline that depicts 

19 – 17 

events/discoveries 

or is not accurate in 

the placement of 

many of the events. 

3-4 not in correct 

order. 

Timeline is 

attempted but most 

is missing or 

incorrect. Fewer than 

17 events present. > 

4 events not in 

correct order. 

Quality All important details, 

dates, and/or 

summaries of the 

required 

events/discoveries 

are present. 

Most important 

details, dates, 

and/or summaries 

of the required 

events/discoveries 

are present. 

Details and/or 

summaries of the 

required 

events/discoveries 

are missing.  

Details and/or 

summaries of  < 18 

events/discoveries.  

Usage of 

Time 

Class-time was used 

well with student 

on-task 90+% of the 

time. 

Class-time was 

used well with 

student on-task 

80+% of the time. 

Class-time was 

used well with 

student on-task 

60+% of the time. 

Class-time was not 

used well with 

student on-task 

<50% of the time. 

Totals         

 

 

 

 


